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MISSION STATEMENT: 
 
The Common Core State Standards (CCSS) provide a consistent, 
 clear, understanding of what students are expected to  
 learn, so teachers and parents know what they need to 
 do to help them.  The standards are designed to be 
 robust and relevant to the real world, reflecting the 
 knowledge and skills that our young people need for  
 success in college and careers.  With American students 
 fully prepared for the future, our communities will be 
 best positioned to compete successfully in the global 
 economy. 
 
                                                   National Governors Association Center for Best Practices and Council of Chief State School Officers.  



 

 

• Forty-five states, the District of Columbia, 
four territories, and the Department of 
Defense Education Activity have incorporated 
Common Core State Standards. 

Common Core State Standards Initiative | 
               www.corestandards.org 

http://www.corestandards.org/


 
 

Governor Rick Scott’s 
Executive Order 

September 23, 2013 



 

 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

 What are educational standards? 
        Educational standards help teachers ensure their students have the skills and knowledge they 

need to be successful by providing clear goals for student learning. 

 

 What is the Common Core State Standards Initiative?  
        The Common Core State Standards Initiative is a state-led effort that established a single set of 

clear educational standards for kindergarten through 12th grade in English language arts and 
mathematics that states voluntarily adopt. The standards are designed to ensure that students 
graduating from high school are prepared to enter credit bearing entry courses in two or four 
year college programs or enter the workforce. The standards are clear and concise to ensure 
that parents, teachers, and students have a clear understanding of the expectations in reading, 
writing, speaking and listening, language and mathematics in school. 

 

 Who leads the Common Core State Standards Initiative?  
        The nation’s governors and education commissioners, through their representative 

organizations the National Governors Association (NGA) and the Council of Chief State School 
Officers (CCSSO) led the development of the Common Core State Standards and continue to 
lead the initiative. Teachers, parents, school administrators and experts from across the 
country together with state leaders provided input into the development of the standards 

     www.corestandards.org/resources 

 

 



 Why is the Common Core State Standards Initiative important?  
        High standards that are consistent across states provide teachers, parents, and students with a set 

of clear expectations that are aligned to the expectations in college and careers. The standards 
promote equity by ensuring all students, no matter where they live, are well prepared with the skills 
and knowledge necessary to collaborate and compete with their peers in the United States and 
abroad.. Unlike previous state standards, which were unique to every state in the country, the 
Common Core State Standards enable collaboration between states on a range of tools and policies, 
including:  
 
the development of textbooks, digital media, and other teaching materials aligned to the standards;  

        and the development and implementation of common comprehensive assessment systems to 
measure student performance annually that will replace existing state testing systems; and 

        changes needed to help support educators and schools in teaching to the new standards.  

 

 Who was involved in the Common Core State Standards Initiative? 
        States across the country collaborated with teachers, researchers, and leading experts to design and 

develop the Common Core State Standards. Each state independently made the decision to adopt 
the Common Core State Standards, beginning in 2010. The federal government was NOT involved in 
the development of the standards. Local teachers, principals, and superintendents lead the 
implementation of the Common Core. 

 



                    FACT OR  MYTH 

   Incorporating common standards will bring all 

states’ standards down to the lowest common 

denominator, which means states with high 

standards, such as Massachusetts, will be 

taking a step backwards if they incorporate the 

Standards. 

http://http://www.corestandards.org/about-

the-standards/myths-vs-facts 



Myth: The Standards are designed to build upon the most advanced current  

 

thinking  about preparing all students for success in college and their careers. This will  

 

result in moving even the best state standards to the next level. In fact, since this work  

 

began, there has been an explicit agreement that no state would lower its standards.  

 

The Standards were informed by the best in the country, the highest international  

 

standards, and evidence and expertise about educational outcomes. We need college  

 

and career ready standards because even in high‐performing states – students are  

 

graduating and passing all the required tests and still require remediation in their  

 

postsecondary work. 



Rigor and Relevance for All 

How is CC different from previous standards? 
    Clearer and deeper higher order thinking skills than previous standards  

    Enhanced critical thinking skills –students learn to rationalize rather than just memorize 

    Standards are more rigorous and robust. They reflect relevant knowledge and skills that are               

         necessary after high school 

 

 

Why is CC important nation wide? 
     Students will be more prepared for college and career readiness 

     US students will be better  academically prepared to function in a global market place 



 
 

Count Down to Common Core “Florida Style” 

 
 

At this moment in time Florida is still planning to 
fully incorporate Common Core English/Language 

Arts and Mathematics Standards in the  

2014-15 School Year 

 
    http://www.fldoe.org/schools/ccc.asp 
 



                      Common Core “Florida Style”  
 
•The CCSS were developed by educators and education experts from across the nation. 
 
•Florida educators were involved in the writing of the CCSS. 
 
•The Florida Department of Education (FDOE) reviewed and provided feedback prior to 
the release of the final set of standards. 
 
•FDOE developed a state committee to review and recommend supplemental standards to 
meet Florida’s specific math and English/Language Arts requirements. The committee 
found no benefit to include additional standards and felt the newly adopted CCSS were 
already robust. 
 
•The CCSS were built on international benchmarks and enable our students to compete 
with peers on both national and international levels. 
 

•By adopting the CCSS, Florida’s mobile students, such as 
those in our military families, receive more consistent 
learning as they move from town to town or state to state. 



 3rd largest sending state 

 Responsible for Supplemental Academic 
Support  

 Inter/intrastate accountability 

 

     



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
New! Readiness Gauge tracks district progress on Common Core and Digital Learning 
View live sessions from the 2012 Common Core Summer Institutes 
Learn More About the Common Core 
Common Core State Standards Parent Guide 
 
Reference Materials 
Addressing the Hot Topics (PDF, 90KB) 
Adoption and Implementation Overview (PDF, 69KB) 
Common Core State Standards Glossary of Terms (PDF, 61KB) 
Comparing Florida's Standards (PDF, 201KB) 
Demystifying the Movement - FAQ on Common Core State Standards Myths (PDF,  

http://www.fldoe.org/schools/ccc.asp 

http://www.flccss.org/
http://www.fldoe.org/schools/ccc.asp
http://www.corestandards.org/
http://www.pta.org/4446.htm
http://www.fldoe.org/schools/pdf/hottopics.pdf
http://www.fldoe.org/schools/pdf/aioverview.pdf
http://www.fldoe.org/schools/pdf/ccssglossary.pdf
http://www.fldoe.org/schools/pdf/cfs.pdf
http://www.fldoe.org/schools/pdf/dmfaqccss.pdf
http://www.fldoe.org/schools/pdf/dmfaqccss.pdf
http://www.fldoe.org/schools/pdf/dmfaqccss.pdf
http://www.fldoe.org/schools/pdf/dmfaqccss.pdf


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.fldoe.org/schools/ccc.asp 

                                        HOT TOPICS 
Academic standards and curriculum/instruction are not identical. 
Academic standards are the “what” – the knowledge and skills – students are required to learn 
at each grade level. Curriculum and instruction are the “how” – the materials and delivery 
methods –students are taught. 
 
The CCSS do not require that educators teach with specific materials or methods. 
Some materials, including novels, have been recommended as potential instructional materials 
in the standards exemplars. The only required ELA topics exclusively pertain to American 
literature. 
 
Math requirements include mastery of foundational skills – such as fractions, decimals, 
multiplication – but also push for more application of math concepts and procedures for real-
world practices. 



•Standards-expectations 
(achieved by setting goals and objectives- SMART Goals Method) 
•Curriculum-Text books and materials used to present Standards-
expectations 
•Instruction- the presentation of the materials to reach common goal of 
standard mastery 

 Instructional Materials Adoption: Trainings will be designed to support adopted curriculum to 
enhance teacher instruction, classroom engagement, and overall student achievement. 

HELPFUL  DEFINITIONS 



HOW DO WE (MEP) 

SUPPORT CLASSROOM TEACHERS? 

• Coordinate curriculum and instruction in after school 
and summer programs with relevant district adopted 
materials 

 

• Provide and/or attend high quality professional 
development for MEP academic support staff 

 

• Harmonize need assessments with the new standards 
and shifts  

 

• Coordinate technology designed to focus on enhancing 
instruction and meeting the needs with district 
adopted technology software  
 
 

 

 

 



Anchoring Teaching and Learning 
Reform:  The Foundation 

Teaching and 
Learning Cycle 



            Fun in the Sun Example 

CPALMS is the official source of the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) and course 
descriptions in Florida. CPALMS is supporting the implementation of these standards by 
providing thousands of instructional/educational resources that has been vetted by teachers 
and subject area experts for content, presentation, accuracy, and alignment to these standards. 
 

The CCSS standards: access the standards and all related resources. Please choose the 
CCSS subject from the first drop down. 
Course Descriptions: access the latest course descriptions. You can search by course 
title or course number. 
iCPALMS Tools: learn more about the iCPALMS platform and tools that give you custom 
resource notifications, planning apps, and much more. 
DOE CCSS Site: find out more about what the FL DOE is doing to implement the CCSS. 
CCSS Implementation Timeline: access the Common Core implementation timeline in 
Florida. 
CPALMS Spotlight: view the CPALMS Spotlight newsletter that provides an update on 
the different things that we are working on to support the implementation of the 
standards. 

http://www.cpalms.org/Standards/FLStandardSearch.aspx
http://www.cpalms.org/Standards/FLStandardSearch.aspx
http://www.cpalms.org/Courses/CourseDescriptionSearch.aspx
http://www.cpalms.org/iCPALMS/iCPALMS_Tools.aspx
http://www.fldoe.org/schools/ccc.asp
http://www.cpalms.org/Standards/Common_Core_Standards.aspx
http://www.cpalms.org/newsletters/CPALMS_Spotlight_jun_2013.aspx


     Change/Choices 



Everyone will be Impacted 



      Helpful Hints From the  
    “Best Practices Field” 

•Start Small 

•Administrators Are Key  

•  Start Something You Can Sustain 



•Common Core Mission Moment 
 
•Governor’s Executive Order 
 
•Importance of Unified Academic Standards for All Students- (Especially Migrant 
Students) 
 
•Coordinating MEP Academic Supportive Services with District Curriculum and 
Instruction Best Practices 
 
•Expanding your Knowledge  
 

Contact Information: 
Kim Manley Fioramanti 
Florida Migrant Interstate Program 
Heartland Educational Consortium 
Lake Placid, Florida  33852 
kim.fioramanti@heartlanded.org 
(863) 531-0444  ext 208 

 

mailto:kim.fioramanti@heartlanded.org

